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CONSERVATION BOARD MINUTES 

Tuesday, July 06, 2021, 7:00 PM 

James Almstead, presiding 

Debbie Drawe, Town Board Liaison 

______________________________ 

 

I. Call to Order 

a. Members Present: Jim Almstead, Rosanne Cohen, Daniel Moore, Pat Schichler, Noel Schlageter, 

Paul Sugnet,  

b. Members Absent: Jeff Bartocci, Burt Gorton, Debbie Drawe-Town Board Liaison, Aileen Reis-

Trails Committee Liaison 

c. Staff Present:  Doug Sangster - Town Planner 

II. Approval of Minutes 

a. The board approved the minutes for the June 01, 2021 meeting  

III. Communications 

a. No mail has been received since the previous meeting. 

IV. Public Participation 

V. Board Discussion 

a. 2515 Penfield Road 

i. Doug introduced the project to the Conservation Board. He explained that the applicant 

intends to build a single family residence on the property with the existing accessory 

structures to remain. The applicant will be appearing before the Zoning Board on July 15 

for variances relating to the accessory structures. 

ii. The Board determined that a review was not warranted at this time. 

b. 1492 Sweets Corners Road 

i. Doug introduced the project to the Conservation Board. He explained that the application 

is a subdivision only with the intent to subdivide off the existing home and barn form the 

remaining ~31 acres. The applicant will be appearing before the Zoning Board on August 

12 for a variances to allow a larger accessory structure than allowed by code. No site plan 

approval is being sought as part of this application. 

ii. The Board determined that a review was not warranted at this time. 

c. 2745 Penfield Road - Highland Estates 

i. Doug introduce the project to the Board. He explained that the applicant had previously 

submitted and administrative application for a single family residence on the property but 

at this time, intends to instead move forward with a preliminary/final subdivision with 17 

lots. 

ii. Doug explained the history of the Peck subdivision and the previous sketch plan known as 

Hillsboro Heights. 

iii. Jim asked if the Board has previously reported on the property. 

iv. Doug responded that he could not find a report from the previous sketch plan. 

v. Jim asked when the Planning Board hearing would be. 

vi. Doug responded that this would be before the Planning Board at their August 12th 

hearing. 
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vii. Jim asked Rosanne if she would be interested in drafting a report for the Conservation 

Board's approval at the August 03 meeting. 

viii. Rosanne agreed to draft a report. 

ix. Daniel asked if this is in the Penfield Central School District. 

x. Doug responded in the affirmative. 

xi. Daniel stated that the Penfield Schools are running out of space and that school capacity 

should be a consideration. He stated that in his most recent discussion with 

Superintendent Putnam that all the elementary schools were adding additional classrooms 

to deal with capacity issues. 

xii. Doug replied that he only has historical knowledge of the school district numbers and 

would have to defer any questions on that subject to the school district. 

xiii. Doug and Paul both stated that impacts to the school districts are outside of the purview 

of the Conservation Board. 

xiv. Pat added that it might be something the Town looks into when conducting their reviews. 

xv. Doug reiterated that the Conservation Board only reviews applications regarding 

environmental concerns. 

xvi. Pat volunteered to assist Rosanne with drafting a report on this project. 

xvii. Noel asked to see the layout of the subdivision. He shared his concern about access to two 

of the lots. 

xviii. Doug explained that they are flag lots and that the flag may be hard to see on these 

screens. 

xix. Pat asked about the property at 2735 Penfield Road and the lots shown on that property. 

xx. Doug explained the previous subdivision and the applicant's current proposal. 

xxi. Pat asked where the existing boundary currently is in the layout. 

xxii. Doug showed the layout on the screen. 

xxiii. Jim asked who will be the developer will be. 

xxiv. Doug stated Highland Builders, a custom home builder. Doug explained this is Highland 

Builders first subdivision development having previously only built homes on existing 

approved lots. 

xxv. Jim thanked Rosanne and Pat for agreeing to review the project. 

d. Timber Harvesting Proposal  

i. Paul stated that he, Noel, and Dan attended a PRC meeting with the potential logger and 

one of the owners who explained what they were looking to accomplish. Paul stated that 

he believed it was 25-50% clearing depending on the property. Paul briefly explained 

what each owner was looking to have done and their reasoning for the tree harvesting. 

ii. Paul explained that the Friday after they met with the harvester and PRC, he and Noel met 

with Town staff, the harvester, a property owner, and a neighbor to walk the areas to be 

selectively cleared.  

iii. Paul states that the primary take away of both meetings was that if the property owners 

understand what the process entailed, they have every right to harvest trees on their 

property. 

iv. Jim asked Doug if he had any updates. 

v. Doug stated that at this time 2 of the 3 property owners have pulled out and will not be 

harvesting trees from their property.  

vi. Doug stated that the owner of one property, who intends to ask for rezoning, has decided 

against making any changes to the property until after the Town Board has considered his 

rezoning request.  
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vii. Doug stated the owner of commercial property decided that there was little upside for 

them as they would remove the fewest trees and receive the least compensation and the 

removal of trees could reduce their buffer to the neighbors and result in complaints about 

their commercial use. They therefore decided not to move forward with harvesting trees 

on their property.  

viii. Doug stated that his understanding is that the owner of a residential property is currently 

in discussion with Jim Costello. Jim Costello has explained the process and stated that the 

homeowner had concerns with the condition the tree harvester would leave her property. 

ix. Noel stated that on their walk he noticed some of the trees would be near the existing 

residence. 

x. Doug explained the homeowner's interest in selectively clearing trees to allow more 

sunlight on the property. 

xi. Pat asked where this is on Creek Street. 

xii. Doug explained the location using a GIS map. 

xiii. Noel stated that he though the only one left was the property along Empire Blvd.  

xiv. Doug stated that he had withdrawn from the agreement as he is seeking Town Board 

approval to rezone his property and did not want to remove any trees that maybe needed 

as buffering on the property prior to appearing before the Town Board. 

xv. Paul said Jim Costello wants the Conservation Boards notes and Paul wanted to ensure 

that his notes get the approval of the Conservation Board before being sent to Jim 

Costello as a memo or report. 

xvi. Jim Almstead said the Conservation Board should provide their feedback and that the 

Board should approve it prior to providing it to Town Staff. 

xvii. Jim asked Paul if it is ready to be approved. 

xviii. Paul stated that it is and that he had it in bullet form in an email. He stated that he could 

leave it as an email or format it into a formal report.  

xix. Jim asked Doug what Staff is expecting for feedback. 

xx. Doug stated that feedback in any form the Conservation Board chooses would be 

appreciated by staff. 

xxi. Jim stated that Paul should send his full email to the Board.  

xxii. Jim asked the rest of the Board if the email should be modified into a formal report or if 

Paul's email is sufficient. 

xxiii. The Board agreed the email is sufficient. 

xxiv. Noel stated that the logger explained the project very well, though he stated that the 

minimum saleable timber form each property and leaving the treetops were likely the deal 

breakers for each of the property owners. 

xxv. Jim stated that it is his opinion that property owners have the right to selectively clear 

with the understanding that developers or loggers look to preserve trees where possible. 

He stated the Tree Preservation Guidelines should be policy. 

xxvi. Jim motioned that Paul send the email to full Board and the Board, through a positive vote 

at tonight's meeting, include Jim Costello on that email.  

xxvii. Rosanne seconded. 

xxviii. Hearing no objections, Jim direct Paul to send the email to the Board and Jim Costello. 

e. Other Town Projects 

i. Jim asked about the Howitt project at 1885 Empire Blvd. 
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ii. Doug stated that he believes the Town Board has approved the application and that staff is 

still working through technical items relating to the subdivision plat and a request from a 

neighboring property. 

iii. Jim asked about the entrance to a construction site at the corner of Plank and Jackson 

Road. He said he thought that it was the previously approved subdivision. 

iv. Doug stated that is correct. He explained the status of the project and the current issues 

with sanitary sewers.  

v. Jim asked if that means they are at a standstill. 

vi. Doug answered that they are clearing brush but otherwise do not have approval to do any 

other work. 

vii. Daniel asked for an update on the RIT project. 

viii. Doug stated that the project was approved but he didn't remember the date. He stated that 

the applicant withdrew their request to modify the conditional use permit to allow non-

education events, outdoor music, and event tent on the property and only received site 

plan approval for the expanded parking area and the erosion protection.  

ix. Having no other business before the Board Jim made a motion to adjourn. 

VI. Next Meeting: August 03, 2021 

VII. Adjournment 

a. The Meeting was adjourned at 7:52 PM 


